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The Regulations for Hazardous Biological Agents (HBA) 2022 were
promulgated on 16 March 2022. The new HBA Regulations have been
drafted in such a manner that they provide a regulatory framework in
lieu of pandemics that may encroach upon the workplace, as happened
with the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak.

• Potential allergenic, infectious, or toxic effects that might result
from activities at the workplace that involve the HBA
• Knowledge of diseases from which employees might be suffering
and which might be aggravated by conditions at the workplace
• A documented action plan for the implementation of recommendations for issues identified in the risk assessment

Scope of application
The Regulations are applicable to all workplaces where an exposure to
an HBA may occur or where an HBA is handled, produced, processed,
stored or transported. In short, the Regulations cover all workplaces
within the scope of the Department of Employment and Labour.

Key aspects for the risk assessment
1. The risk assessment must be conducted by a competent person
2. The risk assessment must include:
• The nature of the HBA and the possible route of exposure
• The effects that the HBA might have on employees, including
pregnant, immunocompromised, and vulnerable employees
• Recommendations from the manufacturer, supplier, or a competent person, regarding additional control measures necessary
to protect the health of persons against HBAs as a result of their
work
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Control measures
The control measures in the Regulations include non-pharmaceutical
interventions, for example, hand hygiene; wearing of gloves, face, or
eye protection; personal protective clothing, and other specialised
protective equipment, e.g. face shields, impervious overalls, aprons,
self-breathing apparatus, etc. Also included is the requirement that
employees who are not immune to the biological agent to which
they are exposed – or are liable to be exposed to – be vaccinated, as
well as employees identified as being at risk during the risk assessment exercise.
The Hazardous Biological Agents Regulations, 2022, (Government
Regulations Gazette No. 11406) may be accessed on the Southern
African Institute for Occupational Hygiene resources page on their
website: https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.saioh.co.za/resource/resmgr/
docs/2022_docs/hbar_2022.pdf.
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