OBITUARY

Lee Baker: 30 December 1952–1 May 2022
Mary Ross: Honorary life member of MMPA, SASOM, and SASTM
e-mail: profmaryross@yahoo.com

Our esteemed colleague, friend and mentor, Lee
where she was a co-founder of the Pharmacy Group of
Baker, passed away on Sunday 1 May 2022, after a life
the International Society of Travel Medicine (ISTM). At
of service to the health profession and public, both
home, Lee was President of SASTM for five years until
locally and internationally.
October 2020, during which time she led the developLee qualified as a pharmacist at the Witwatersrand
ment of formal arrangements with the University of
College for Advanced Technical Education in 1975,
the Witwatersrand for the certificate of competence
and was jointly awarded the Noristan prize for the
in Travel Medicine.
‘Best pharmaceutics project in South Africa’. She
Over her entire career, Lee lectured extensively
worked as a medicine information pharmacist from
to the medical and pharmaceutical professions, prethe 1980s. I first had the privilege of benefitting from
sented papers at both local and international conferher extensive pharmaceutical knowledge for the
ences, published scientific manuscripts, and edited a
public immunisation and malaria services when she
number of books. Her experience and expertise in the
worked for the provincial pharmaceutical service. Lee
field of malaria pharmaceutics were recognised by her
founded the Amayeza Information Services in 2001,
appointment to the South African Malaria Elimination
Lee Baker
shortly after the Travel Medicine course was estabCommittee (SAMEC) and her involvement in compillished at the University of the Witwatersrand, and she soon became
ing the current malaria guidelines on treatment and prevention. Her
very involved with both the course and the South African Society of
invited guest editorial in the South African Medical Journal in 2015,
Travel Medicine (SASTM). Lee and her Amayeza team have been an
‘Vaccination saves lives – dare we allow the anti-vaccine lobbyists to
invaluable ‘go to’ resource for health professionals in the public and
prevent it?’, is particularly pertinent in this challenging era of COVID-19,
private health sectors for both reactive and proactive pharmaceutical
which took Lee from us, despite her being fully vaccinated.
advice. She retired from heading Amayeza at the end of March 2022.
Our condolences go out to her husband, Errol, their four children
Lee’s achievements are too numerous to do justice to them here.
and nine grandchildren, and all those who knew her and experienced
One of the highlights for me was her active involvement in the develher wealth of knowledge and generosity.
opment of the discipline of travel medicine, including internationally,
Rest in peace, Lee, we shall all miss you.
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